Annular elastolytic giant cell granuloma causes an irreversible disappearance of the elastic fibres.
A 67-year-old man presented with grouped red papules with a smooth surface coalescing to relatively well-demarcated plaques on his left thigh, in the axillae and on the lateral parts of the trunk. The plaques were growing slowly, and the older ones had a frilled surface. A skin biopsy showed a zone of disappearance of the elastic fibres with a rim of giant multinuclear cells with fragments of the elastic fibres in their cytoplasm. This finding is typical of annular elastolytic giant cell granuloma (AEGCG). After corticosteroid therapy, the inflammation resolved, causing the frilled surface of the lesions due to the disappearance of the elastic fibres. Remission of the skin lesions lasted for 1.5 years. A second skin biopsy taken from the site of the previous lesion showed the absence of the elastic fibres, thus their phagocytosis was irreversible.